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INTRODUCTION 

Now in its fourth year, this summer program aims to provide a rich play-based learning 

environment for four weeks, immersing students in literacy and numeracy activities 

designed to foster their existing academic skills, and to improve their self-confidence 

and enjoyment in these subject areas. 

This year, the program was funded by Telus, the Vancouver Foundation, Van City, the 

Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences, Coast Capital Savings, the Rotary Club 

of Sooke, the Excellence in Literacy Foundation, the Edith Lando Foundation, Sooke 

Harbourside Lion’s Club, HRSDC Summer Youth Employment Strategy, and by 

donation of time and materials from the School District No. 62 (Sooke) and the School 

District Aboriginal Education Department, and local businesses including Andy's 2-4-1 

Pizza, and Cathy’s Corner Cafe. These donors made it possible to offer the camp to 

families at no charge. 

Candidates best suited to the camp were children aged six to nine years of age from 

low income families, many of whom are of Aboriginal descent, and who had been 

identified by their school as not yet meeting expectations in Literacy or Numeracy. All 

students were referred by the school principal and/or School Based Team. Four schools 

participated: Saseenos Elementary, Sooke Elementary, L’Ecole Poirier Elementary and 

John Muir Elementary. There were a total of twenty-four students who attended the 

camp. 

Four coordinators facilitated the camp, leading Literacy, Recreation and Numeracy. The 

camp coordinators met prior to the beginning of the camp to discuss schedules, field 

trips, and expectations for the camp and students. 

Due to the BCTF job action, the location of the camp was moved from Edward Milne 

Community School to the Lazaar building across from EMCS.  Initially, were going to 

relocate to Sooke Elementary School, and it is our hope that next year we will attain this 

goal. 
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Goals 

The goals of the camp were: 

1) To involve participants in literacy and numeracy activities to enhance their 

present levels of academic functioning. 

2) To develop self-confidence and enjoyment in literacy and numeracy. 

3) To integrate Aboriginal content and ways of knowing into all the components of 

the program. 

4) To minimize barriers to participation by having the camp be at no charge and by 

including lunches and snacks. 

5) To involve parents and/or guardians in the child’s learning. 

6) To increase opportunities for positive social interactions with peers and adults.  
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Demographics 

There were a total of twenty-four children attending the camp. The grade listed below 

indicates the level the student will enter in September. 

Aboriginal Low 
Income 

Female Male Grade 
Two 

Grade 
Three 

Grade 
Four 

Grade 
Five  

15 16 8 16 10 8 5 1 

 

In all four years the program has been held, one or two families have taken vacations 

during the camp time.  Attendance issues have also arisen due to family emergencies. 

Four weeks is a long time to commit to a full-time program and the demographic served 

tends to have issues with attendance in regular school as well.  This year we had 

twenty-four students with eight students missing a week or more of camp.   
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Staff 

This year there were four coordinators and three youth leaders.   

Coordinators 

Angela Secord is a Literacy/Integration Support teacher at Sooke Elementary.  She is a 

trained Reading Recovery teacher and focused on early reading intervention.  She has 

been teaching for 9 years in the Sooke School District, and taught in Korea before 

returning to Canada.  She has recently returned to work after spending a year at home 

with her new daughter. 

Maggie Curtis is an Integration Support teacher with the Sooke School District.  She 

works with low incidence students.  She previously worked in elementary schools as a 

literacy, numeracy and integration support teacher, assisting students that were 

struggling with reading, writing and math.  Maggie lives in Sooke with her two children. 

Angela and Maggie were responsible for Literacy/Language Arts. 

Shawna Goupil is an Integration Support teacher and Department Head of Student 

Support Services at Belmont Secondary School.  She has been teaching since 1996 

and has worked as a Literacy Support Teacher at both the elementary and secondary 

level. Shawna was responsible for Numeracy. 

Dan Beattie is a Physical Education/Social Studies teacher at Spencer Middle School 

with 7 years teaching experience. This is Dan’s third year with the Play and Learn Camp 

and he was responsible for the recreation and physical component of the camp.  

Youth Workers 

Sarah Staszkiel is a recent EMCS high school graduate heading off to the University of 

Victoria. She loves working with children, playing piano, and reading. She has spent 

many years babysitting and creating children’s programs at the Sooke Library. 

Kait Baanstra is a Grade 12 high school student going into her last year at Pacific 

Secondary. She enjoys spending time with children, riding horses and partaking in 

kitchen activities such as cooking and baking.  

Matthew Miller is a grade 10 French Immersion student at EMCS who enjoys working 

with children. He loves playing soccer, his clarinet, and teaching mathematics. During 

the past few years, he has become actively involved in his community by refereeing 

soccer games and volunteering. 
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Assessments and Initial Results 

Numeracy Assessment  
Students were assessed during the first week of the camp.  The assessment tool was 

developed using the First Steps in Math program. The purpose of this assessment tool 

is to determine a student’s present level of numerical functioning. It included tasks such 

as counting, subitizing, adding, subtracting, partitioning numbers and problem solving. 

The numeracy coordinator assessed students individually.  

Grade One Assessment 

This initial testing instrument was used to understand possible strengths and 
weaknesses in the following areas: 

 Subitizing - to see how many are in a collection just by looking and also thinking 
of it in parts  

 Principles of counting  

 Counting on and counting back 

 Skip counting  

Grade Two Assessment  

This assessment includes the Grade 1, as well as, the Grade 2 outcomes. It was used 

in the event that a student scored 100% on the previous grade level assessment or was 

born earlier than 2007.   

This assessment looked at the following areas: 

 Subitizing - to see how many are in a collection just by looking and also thinking 
of it in parts  

 Principles of counting  

 Counting on and counting back 

 Skip counting  

 Making 12 

 Order and pattern of numbers  

Grade 3 Assessment  

This assessment includes the Grade 1 and 2, as well as, the Grade 3 outcomes. It was 

used in the event that a student scored 100% on the previous grade level assessment 

or was born earlier than 2006.   

This assessment looked at the following areas: 

 Subitizing - to see how many are in a collection just by looking and also thinking 
of it in parts  
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 Principles of counting  

 Counting on and counting back 

 Skip counting  

 Making 12 

 Order and pattern of numbers  

 Partitioning numbers into part-part-whole 

 Mental math strategies, such as, using doubles, making 10, one more, one less 

 Basic addition and subtraction facts to 18 

 

Literacy Assessment 

There were two assessments used to ascertain literacy levels.  The first assessment 

(Writing and Reading Assessment Profile - W.R.A.P.) tested letter name and sound 

correspondence, phonemic awareness, rhyming, written sounds,  

and sight words. The second used the PM Benchmark leveled readers to assess 

instructional reading levels.  

The two literacy teachers assessed the reading level and phonemic awareness of the 

students twice; once upon entry and again at the conclusion of the camp. The students' 

performances on the numeracy and literacy assessments gave direction to the planning 

and to the creation of four groups. 

See Appendix: How Groups Were Assigned 

 

Numeracy 
The numeracy goal of the camp was to support struggling learners in a fun and 

engaging way that provided daily experiences to develop and nourish number sense. 

The primary objective of the camp was to develop a stronger understanding of 

operations and number relationships. The assessment tool was used to get a profile of 

the students’ number sense, plan intervention strategies and implement a program to 

maintain and improve students understanding of math skills and concepts. To help 

address the diversity of learners the program provided manipulatives, leveled tasks, 

flexible completion times, a low ratio of staff to student support, and various methods of 

curriculum delivery (small groups, one to one conferencing etc.)    

Daily Interventions 

Small groups of 6 allowed for engaging numeracy interventions. These included the 

following: 
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 Counting Around the Circle: This routine served as a warm-up. It involves 

whole-group participation, with each person saying a number as we count 

around the circle. This routine requires students to work as a team to be done 

effectively. This routine   

 Activities: subitizing and quick images work, five-frames, ten-frames, number 

scrolls, partitioning, flexible numbers, etc. 

 Daily Game: dice games, card games and other fun and engaging games 

were used during the last 10 minutes of every lesson 

 

Literacy 
The literacy program created opportunities for small group interventions, large group 

and "free-time" activities to support literacy development and enrichment. The idea was 

to create a "language rich" environment for the students, where they could develop 

confidence in reading, writing and communicating.   

Small Group Intervention 

Each of the four groups visited the literacy stations three times throughout a week 

during the course of the four week camp. Each group of 6 students was divided in half 

with each teacher working with three students. The teachers adapted for each group to 

reflect ability and need.   

1. Leveled Readers – Students spent time reading with the teacher focusing on 

specific strategies such as decoding, punctuation, summarizing, fluency and 

expression. 

2. Phonemic/Phonological awareness – Students used a variety of manipulatives to 

reinforce initial and ending sound phonemic awareness.   

3. Sight word activities – Each group used a range of games to help retain a variety 

of sight words based on the Dolch word list. Words were chosen for each group 

based on reading ability. 

Large Group Activities 

Circle time - Circle time was conducted every day during the camp.  Led by the group 

leaders, the circle time promoted good listening skills, turn taking and appropriate 

methods of group communication. Names were drawn each morning for a “Camper of 

the Day” activity. This child was interviewed by fellow students, was at the front of 

lineups and got to choose a game to play later in the day. 

Story time - Story time occurred almost every day (exceptions were field trip days).  The 

time devoted to story time was about 10-15 minutes after the lunch time break.  The 
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stories were selected to connect with a variety of themes running throughout the camp 

and represented a variety of genres including non-fiction, historical and science based 

writing as well as a selection of fiction texts. 

Writing time – Twice a week students participated in a 30-45 minute writing activity. One 

of the coordinators took pictures of the students during activities (field trips, swimming 

or during a large group activity) thus allowing students to write about something 

meaningful. These pages were then compiled and bound into a scrapbook/memory 

album for students to take home at the conclusion of the camp. 

"Free-time" Activities 

“Free-time” activities took place at the beginning of each day while students arrived 

during the 8:30-9:00am drop-off window. These included:  Jenga, card games (Go Fish, 

Uno,  Old Maid), colouring and drawing, building using straws, magnets or lego, 

puzzles, brain teasers, Bingo, Snakes and Ladders and Hot Dots (interactive self-

checking numeracy and literacy activities). 

Aboriginal Content 
The Play and Learn Camp incorporated Aboriginal culture, language, and ways of 

knowing into the camp atmosphere.  We tried to create an inclusive environment where 

aboriginal and non-aboriginal students alike, could see themselves and their culture 

reflected in the resources that were available.  The camp had an Elder of the T'Souke 

nation attend and lead workshops for small groups of children throughout week 2.  

Shirley Alphonse led storytelling, SENĆOŦEN language work and drumming with the 

students. Ms. Alphonse concluded her time with the students by offering the opportunity 

to participate in a smudging.   

Books with aboriginal content were read during Story Time and were available for free-

time reading. Stuffed animals and puppets created by aboriginal artists and colouring 

pages with Aboriginal themes were also used during the camp.  

Recreation 
While on our field trips, we also utilized coloured tee shirts to help identify our group. 

The camp’s structure was for each group to have a period of academic work and a 

period of recreation in the morning, and a whole group recreation period and academic 

period in the afternoon. 

During the camp, the students were involved in fun recreational activities that 

emphasized all the components of fitness. It was the recreation coordinator’s aim to 

develop individual students’ health and fitness needs while developing self confidence 

http://maps.fphlcc.ca/sencoten#dialects
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and self-esteem. Specifically, the intention was to foster a love for physical activity while 

developing fitness, coordination, motor skill development and interpersonal skills such 

as respect, cooperation, sportsmanship, teamwork and fair play.  

This year the recreation coordinator worked with two groups for two recreational 

activities in the morning, while the other two groups remained with the other teachers for 

the literacy and numeracy work.  The combination of the groups for the morning 

recreation periods was an improvement from previous years as the groups were slightly 

larger, allowing for individual activities and team games such as relay races and tag 

games. These activities tended to focus on fitness (aerobic endurance, speed and 

agility), body awareness, and coordination (hopping, skipping, jumping, dribbling, 

throwing, catching, and striking skills).  

A typical camp day would also include a whole group PE lesson in the afternoon. The 

large group PE lesson lent itself more to game type activities, of which various tag 

games were a favourite, these focused on speed, agility and spatial awareness. 

Competitive style relays were also done during this time as the competitive element 

generally lifted the intensity of the students which resulted in greater improvement for 

the students’ components of fitness. Other activities during these times included 

California kickball, dodge ball, and soccer.  

Social skills such as respect, cooperation, teamwork and fair play were highly 

emphasized during the camp. At times these concepts were taught and discussed prior 

to a physical activity and at all times these themes were running in the background. If 

there was a need or opportunity to discuss something like cooperation or fair play, we 

sat down to have a discussion to take advantage of the emergent learning moment.  

The teachers’ strike posed some challenges for the recreation activities this year. The 

lack for a gymnasium was a significant loss for the camp as the students generally 

enjoy that space very much. Not having a recreational space immediately outside the 

church was also inconvenient. Moving the children safely to the playground was time 

consuming and required a lot of supervision. Also, the school district’s school buses 

were not available.  However, two camp staff held Class 4 drivers’ licenses so we were 

able to rent two fifteen passenger vans.   

Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC) 
We were very fortunate to go on a number of EOTC adventures. Four of these, Beacon 

Hill Park, Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre, Witty’s Lagoon, and Goldstream Park and 

Lion’s Pride Gymnastics required renting two, fifteen passenger vans. Travel to Sooke 

Seaparc recreation centre for our weekly swimming session was done on foot.   
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Seaparc 

Our weekly trip to Seaparc was definitely a highlight of the camp for the students. 

Seaparc staff appreciated being told in advance that we were coming so that they could 

ensure that they had enough staff on hand. It took approximately 20 minutes to walk 

from the building to Seaparc. General swimming began at 1:00, so we left the school at 

12:30 so the students could be changed and in the pool right at 1:00. Seaparc’s rules 

were that children six and under use a PFD.   We were a little more cautious than that 

and asked students seven and under, or if a student appeared to be a weak swimmer, 

to wear a PFD in the large pool. We did not require any of our students to wear a PFD 

in the children’s pool. We started calling the students out of the pool at 2:00 so they 

could get changed, have a snack, and to be picked up between 2:15 – 2:30 at Seaparc 

by parents/caregivers.  

Beacon Hill Park 

Our trip to Beacon Hill Park was a very successful day and the students enjoyed 

themselves immensely. We started the day at the petting zoo where the students took 

their time looking around the zoo. A donation of $50 was paid for entry. After each 

group had visited the animals we walked over to the playground where we sat down to 

have lunch and some time for free play. The use of the coloured shirts to identify our 

students was especially valuable here as there were at least two other day camps in the 

playground. From there, we moved to the soccer fields where we enjoyed Beacon Hill 

drive-thru ice cream cones before departing. 
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Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre 

This year the Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre did not offer the group lesson packages 

like they have done in the past. Instead, students are generally free to roam the 

aquarium, and Discovery Centre Staff are employed at various locations throughout the 

aquarium to talk with the children. During our trip aquarium staff also did a presentation 

on the Giant Pacific Octopus for our group. The Centre requires a deposit to be paid 

beforehand with the remainder of the balance due upon arrival.  

 

 

Witty’s Lagoon 

Planning ahead of time is essential for a trip to Witty’s Lagoon. Ideally the group will 

arrive at low tide so the children have time to explore the beach. From the parking lot it 

is a 20 minute walk with some moderately difficult sections. Appropriate footwear and 

packs that are not too heavy are recommended for the students. The students enjoyed 

roaming the beach and found several crabs and a squid while on their adventures.  

Some of the older children also worked on a structure. 
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Goldstream Provincial Park  

and Lion’s Pride Gymnastics  

A new addition to the Play and Learn Camp was going to 

Goldstream Provincial Park and Lion’s Pride Gymnastics 

Centre. Goldstream Park is well serviced, with many 

picnic tables for snacks and lunch, and good restroom 

facilities. There is also a relatively short walk along an 

easy, flat trail. There were plenty of things to see along 

the way, including old growth trees, salmon fry, 

interpretive sign postings, and other wildlife such as deer 

and blue jays. From there, it is a short trip to the 

gymnastics centre. This was probably a highlight for 

many of the children for the entire camp. The facility has 

outstanding equipment and the coaching was excellent.  

 

 

Food  
Students were provided with two daily snacks and a lunch. The snacks were prepared 

on site and usually consisted of a choice of fruit and/or vegetable and additional choices 

such as cheese and crackers, yogurt tubes, muffins, or granola bars. Lunch was 

catered and delivered to the camp by Cathy’s Corner Cafe three days a week and 

featured items such as pasta and sandwiches. Lunches also featured a salad or cut 
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vegetables and a dessert item. Students were required to eat the vegetables and or 

fruit. Once a week, pizza was served along with vegetables and there was one day per 

week when students were required to provide a bagged lunch from home for our field 

trips. 

Final Assessments 
Students were assessed during the last week of the camp utilizing the same 

assessment tools as the pre-assessment. Post assessment results are indicated in the 

following table.  

Numeracy Assessment 

   Initial Assessment End of Camp 
Assessment 

 

 Year of 
Birth  

Student Grade 
1 

Grade 
2 

Grade 
3 

Grade 
1 

Grade 
2 

Grade 
3 

Approx. % 
improvement 

 2007 A 40%   63%   23% 

2007 B 67%   93%   26% 

2007 C 33%   NA   NA 

2007 D 47%   70%   23% 

2007 E 80%   100%   20% 

2007 F 67%   83%   16% 

2007 G 47%   73%   26% 

2007 H 100% 38%   46%  8% 

2007 I 100% 46%   NA  NA 

2007 J  70%   NA  NA 

2006 K  37%   47%  10% 

2006 L  69%   77%  8% 

2006 M  38%   46%  8% 

2006 N  77%   85%  8% 

2006 O  38%   46%  8% 

2006 P  35%   NA  NA 

2006 Q  77%   NA  NA 

2006 R  15%   38%  23% 

2005 S   NA   NA NA 

2005 T   78%   93% 15% 

2005 U   70%   NA NA 

2005 V   76%   88% 8% 

2005 W   87%   98% 11% 

2004 X  54%   62%  8% 

 

Overall the results show a progression in skills in every single tested student. Students 

that were absent for more than 1 week of camp were not retested and therefore their 

final assessment is not available and this is indicated as NA within the results chart 
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above. It should be noted that there was very little written work in the numeracy 

component of this camp.  All the students were tested orally and the activities 

were primarily oral in nature. 

Literacy Assessment 

During the course of the Play and Learn Camp, all students tested either maintained 

their reading level or improved. With the initial assessment indicating a very low level of 

literacy, the focus of the literacy program was on phonemic awareness, decoding and 

fluency.   There are four tables showing the results of the assessments included in the 

appendices.  The first shows alphabet name and sound recognition, with students 

showing and overall improvement of over 7%.  The second shows phonemic awareness 

(awareness of the different sounds in words, including rhymes) and students also made 

overall improvements in this area (9%).  The third table shows written sounds (students 

were given words to write out) and commom sight word recognition and the children 

also showed progress in these two areas (9 and 9.5% respectively). Overall, the 

students made progress in the foundational reading skills of alphabetic knowledge, 

phonemic awareness and sight word recognition, benefitting from 4 weeks of targeted 

instruction. 

The final table is a summary of each student’s instructional reading level. All students 

are reading significantly below grade level expectations. At the conclusion of the camp, 

each student made progress by either increasing by percentage or by level.   

Recommendations 
The coordinators of the camp have put forward some recommendations for the coming 

year.  Regarding the recruitment of students, the coordinators noted that the practice of 

asking elementary school principals to vet students may contribute to lower numbers of 

participants.  However, it is recommended that this practice continue (perhaps with input 

from the school based team) because it results in a much higher quality of fit between 

the needs of the students and the program, leading to better outcomes. The 

coordinators recommend keeping a secondary list of interested students who are also 

vetted by school district staff, who could join the camp in the event that some referred 

students drop out or fail to attend in the very early weeks. 

Another suggestion is to hire camp teaching staff with a background in Early Childhood 

Education.  This would facilitate serving the needs of students who take medication, and 

provide administrative assistance with supervision ratios, and tools such as sign-in and 

sign-out sheets. 

Lastly, it was the intent to move the camp to Sooke Elementary for this year.  Providing 

all goes well, we are suggesting that this option be considered for next year. 
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Sponsors 
Telus 

Vancouver Foundation 

Van City 

Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences 

Human Resources and Skills Development Canada – Youth Summer Employment 

Strategy 

Coast Capital Savings 

The Excellence in Literacy Foundation 

The Edith Lando Foundation 

Rotary Club of Sooke 

Sooke Harbourside Lion’s Club 

School District No. 62 (Sooke) 

SD #62 (Sooke) - Aboriginal Education Department  

Andy's 2-4-1 Pizza 

Cathy’s Corner Café 
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Appendix: Literacy – W.R.A.P.  Alphabet Letter and Sound Recognition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Grade Initial letter 
names  
/26 

Final 
Letter 
names 
/26 

Initial 
Letter  
Sounds 
/26 

Final  
Letter  
Sounds 
/26 

Total initial 
letter score  
/52 

Total final 
Letter score 
/52 

Change in 
scores 

A.  2 
 

26 26 23 24 49 50 +1 

B.  2 22 25 21 26 43 51 +8 

C.  2 26 X 22 X 48 X  

D.  2 24 24 14 24 38 48 +10 

E.  2 24 25 24 26 48 51 +3 

F.  2 24 25 23 24 47 49 +2 

G.  2 26 X 22 X 48 X  

H.  2 26 26 23 26 49 52 +3 

I.  2 25 X 23 X 48 X  

J.  2 25 26 22 24 47 50 +3 

K.  3 23 25 18 21 41 46 +5 

L.  3 26 X 21 X 47 X  

M.  3 25 26 21 26 46 52 +6 

N.  3 26 26 24 25 50 51 +1 

O.  3 26 26 22 25 48 51 +3 

P.  3 26 X 22 X 48 X  

Q.  3 25 X 21 X 47 X  

R.  3 22 25 23 25 45 50 +5 

S.  4 25 X 23 X 48 X  

T.  4 26 26 22 23 48 49 +1 

U.  4 25 X 16 X 41 X  

V.  4 26 26 25 25 51 51 0 

W.  4 26 26 23 26 49 52 +3 

X.  5 26 26 21 26 47 52 +5 

Average score 
(using students 
present at both 
assessments only) 

24.8 
(95.3%) 

25.6 
(98.5%) 

21.8 
(83.9%) 

24.8 
(95.3%) 

46.6 
(89.6%) 

50.4 
(96.9%) 

+3.8 
(+7.3%) 
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Appendix: Literacy – W.R.A.P.  Phonemic Awareness 
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Appendix: Literacy – W.R.A.P.  Written Sounds and High Frequency Sight Word  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student  
Letter 

Grade Initial 
written 
sounds 
/20 

Final  
written  
sounds 
/20 

Change in 
written 
sounds 

Initial 
High 
Frequency 
word check 
(max. 60) 

Final 
High 
Frequency 
word check 
(max. 60) 

Change in 
high 
frequency 
word check 
 

A.  2 16 18 +2 56 59 +3 

B.         

C.  2 14 16 +2 35 40 +5 

D.  2 14 X X 32 X X 

E.  2 7 12 +5 9 20 +11 

F.  2 12 12 - 12 17 +5 

G.  2 15 16 +1 27 41 +14 

H.  2 12 X X 30 X  X 

I.  2 11 14 +3 15 18 +3 

J.  2 13 X X 28 Withdrawn X 

K.  2 17 20 +3 36 38 +3 

L.  3 13 10 -3 2 9 +7 

M.  3 17 X X 52 X X 

N.  3 16 17 +1 20 31 +11 

O.  3 16 15 -1 47 54 +7 

P.  3 14 15 +1 36 40 +4 

Q.  3 13 X X 33 X X 

R.  3 13 X X 37 Withdrawn X 

S.  3 15 19 +4 44 52 +8 

T.  4 20 X X 60 Withdrawn X 

U.  4 12 16 +4 59 59 - 

V.  4 18 X X 58 X X 

W.  4 18 20 +2 49 59 +10 

X.  4 16 19 +3 57 57 - 

Y.  5 19 20 +1 58 59 +1 

Average score 
(using only 
students present at 
both assessments) 

14.4 
(72%) 

16.2 
(81%) 

+1.8 
(+9%) 

35.1 
(58.5%) 

40.8 
(68%) 

+5.7 
(+9.5%) 
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